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Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting March 28

The 28th annual business meeting and elections of officers will be Saturday, 28 March 2009, at 10 a.m. at the Family History Center, 4300 W. 16th St. in Yuma. Dues must be paid in order to vote and may be paid at the door. Dues are $15 per person or $20 for a family. A Membership form is included in this Newsletter.

Elections of officers for the 2009-2010 year will be held. The nominating committee chaired by Betsy Gottsponer has proposed the following slate. Nominations may also be made from the floor. Any member nominated must be present or must have consented to run prior to nomination. Pat Weaver and Pat Burtch, who have been serving jointly as the secretary, have both declined to continue in this position because of health issues.

Nominated are: President, Linda Harris; Vice-president, Barbara Brown, Treasurer, Marilyn Young. The office of Secretary is open. Any member interested in serving on the GSYA Board as secretary should call Betsy at 446-2892 or be nominated from the floor.

If the proposed Bylaw changes are accepted, all other positions on the Board will be appointed. The proposed Bylaw changes are attached to this Newsletter. It has been several years since the Bylaws have been updated. The advent and extensive use of electronic technology has necessitated a review and updating. The passages to be deleted have a strike out through them. The new passages are in red. Please read these over and bring a printout to the meeting. There will be a discussion before the Bylaws are voted on as a whole. Call Betsy if you have questions.

A program will follow the business meeting and elections.

Sharon Jessup Will Speak at Annual Meeting

Sharon Jessup will present one of her historical reenactments at the Annual meeting. Dressed in costume, she will talk about military wives from Valley Forge to Iraq. Don’t miss this exciting look at military history from the wives’ points of view.

Arizona State Budget Crisis Hits State Library and State Archives

Doug Kupel, President of FAzA, Friends of Arizona Archives, has alerted the Arizona historical and genealogical societies of the planned closure of the new Arizona State Archives Building. The original announcement two weeks ago said that the building was closed. This week he sent out the following:

“I am happy to report some success in the campaign to re-open the State Archives building. As a result of numerous contacts and hard work behind the scenes, the Library & Archives agency has announced that the building will be open on an appointment only basis for limited hours on Tuesday and Wednesday. Here is the text of the announcement:

'The State Archives will be open for research *by appointment only* every

Tuesday from noon to 4:00 p.m. and every Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., except for emergencies.  Please call 602-926-3720 between 10:00 a.m. and noon Monday through Friday to make an appointment. We will continue to accept research requests from patrons, but the response times will be much longer.'
“To view the announcement on the site, follow this link:

http://www.lib.az.us/archives/

“While this is good news, it is only temporary. Concerns for the remainder of the 2009 budget and for the 2010 budget (still being crafted by the legislature) may have an impact on these hours. It is vitally important for folks to continue to have contact with legislative leadership and with their individual representatives and senator to make sure Library & Archives funding is still a priority. Remember, the squeaky wheel gets the grease. If they don't hear from you, they won't think keeping the building open is important.”

Doug is talking about the brand new State Archives Building that was just dedicated this past January. First, we fight to get it built and now we need to fight to get it open. 

The State Genealogy Library is also in trouble.

From Linda McCleary, GSYA’s delegate to FGS, is the following:

The Arizona State Genealogy Library hours have been changed to 11 AM to 3 PM, Monday through Friday, until further notice. The Library will be closed weekends and State Holidays. 
Dinning With the Dead is a Success

With beautiful weather and great reenactors, the 7th annual Dinning With the Dead cemetery tour and dinner had everything going for it. We made about $1,500 profit. This money is earmarked for the massive cemetery and local records collection and preservation project we have been working on.

The GSYA project records will soon be housed in the Arizona Room of the new Main Public Library to be dedicated in May 2009. The new Library is next to the Catholic High School, across the street from Knox Elementary School, near the Yuma County Health Building, and close to the Ave B WalMart.

The Colorado River Riders are anxious to work with us again next year. They provide a lot of color and authenticity to our program. We helped with their first annual Castle Dome Mining Town Days on Feb. 28 and Mar. 1, and they are expecting us back next year. 

