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GSYA Meeting Saturday 25 October

The next GSYA meeting will be this Saturday, 25 Oct, at 10 a.m. at the Family History Center, 4300 W. 16th St. “Finding Your Family History in the Attic” will be the topic. For more information call Pat at 783-8595. 

Upcoming Events – Here and Elsewhere

Mark your calendars: 

Sat. 25 Oct. GSYA meeting

Fri & Sat. 31 Oct & 1 Nov.  Yuma High School 100 Years Celebration at Fair Grounds. We have a booth to display literature, cemetery books, and sell “Old Yuma” towels ($5.) and 2009 Calendars of “Yuma’s Olden School Days” ($10.) Need help manning booth 5 to 10 p.m. both nights. Call Pat if you can help or want to order calendars at 783-8595.

Fri & Sat. 7 & 8 Nov. Tucson. Arizona State Genealogical Society annual seminar. John Philip Colletta. Nationally known speaker and author from Washington, D.C.  See flyer on door in FHC. Friday evening and all day Saturday.

Fri & Sat. 14 & 15 Nov. Mesa Arizona Family History Expo. Many nationally known speakers, plus a few from Arizona. See flyer on FHC door or go to www.fhexpos.com   This is a great opportunity to hear some of the top speakers in the nation. It is like a national conference in our own backyard. And the price is great also. Most conferences have a  much higher registration fee. 

Sat. 29 Nov. GSYA meeting. 10 a.m. Family History Center. “Technology has come to genealogy” using digital camera, video to DVD, slides to DVD, and more.

Sat. 27 Dec. GSYA meeting and potluck lunch. Program: Annie, first immigrant to arrive at Ellis Island. Also time for some brick wall.

2009

12 – 16 January 2009. Utah Genealogical Association presents their Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy. See program booklet at FHC or go to www.infouga.org
Sat. 24 Jan. Family History Center seminar. Free. Pick up schedule at FHC.

Sat. 31 Jan. Dining With the Dead. Dinner & tour at Old Yuma Cemetery.

Tickets go on sale Dec. 1st. Bubba’s is catering again this year.

June 26-28. 40th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree. Burbank. www.scgsgenealogy.com

Sep 2-5. FGS Conference in Little Rock Arkansas. “Passage Through Time”

2010. FGS Conference in Knoxville, Tennessee

Using the Pedigree Resource File at the FHC

By Barbara Brown

The Pedigree Resource File has been loaded on the server at the Family History Center. All of the data is there, but the index does not work. So look up the index on the www.familysearch.org site and then use that information to look at the CDs and DVDs that have been loaded on the computers at the FHC.

A couple of weeks ago I did a presentation at the GSYA meeting and demonstrated how to use Pedigree Resource File at the center.  I was asked why we need to write down the individual's PIN number.  I was unable to give the answer, but learned last night why we would want to do that.

I was looking for a James Cook.  I had the Disc number he was on and had written down the PIN number as well.  When I went into the Pedigree index, there were about 50 James Cooks on the disc!  Can you imagine trying to figure out the one I was looking for?  So, as you have already guessed, I used the PIN number to locate the James Cook and very easily located him. 

New GenSoftReviews Site Launched. Check it out.

I don't know if you've seen this notice or not, but I went to the site and checked it out, and was very impressed! A review of lots and lots of genealogy programs with user reviews. I thought others in the Yuma Gen Soc might be interested.     Beth Pany    2 Oct 2008

From the NGS Newsletter:

A recent press release announced the creation of a new website that allows users of genealogy software to rate and review the programs they've used or tried. This will allow others who are looking for programs to better compare and select software that will help them. The GenSoftReviews web site is starting with 355 programs that are useful for genealogy. These include full-featured, GEDCOM utilities, website builders, and other programs that run on any of the major systems -- Windows, Mac, Unix, handheld and online.

The site is free to use and does not require registration, according to its creator, Louis Kessler. To contribute your views about one of the programs, you enter a rating of whether you enjoy using it, if you use it often, if it has easy input, useful output, and an overall rating. Then you can write a short review and list the program's biggest pro and biggest con.

According to Mr. Kessler's bio, he has been a genealogist and programmer for over 30 years. He has published newspaper articles on genealogy, given presentations on genealogy, and is Past President of a regional Heritage Center. He is also the developer of the genealogy program known as Behold, which can be found at www.beholdgenealogy.com.

You can find this software review web site at:  www.gensoftreviews.com.

AZ State Archives and History Building is now open

Dedication will be 15 January 2009 in Phoenix
From: FAzA President Doug Kupel

Good news! The new Polly Rosenbaum Archives and History Building will be dedicated on January 15, 2009. The Friends of Arizona Archives (FAzA) members and other supporters worked for more than ten years to get the building funded and constructed. The dedication will honor Polly and everyone from legislators to librarians who helped make this facility a reality. It is a fitting way to devote the building to public use.

Polly Rosenbaum knew the importance of remembering the past. She worked tirelessly to ensure that state records were carefully preserved so that future generations could learn from them and remember the important lessons of the past. She was a vocal advocate for the preservation of Arizona history in museums,

libraries, and archives.

The new building, located across 19th Avenue from the State Capitol building, is now open to the public. If you are in Phoenix, stop in to see it. Finally Arizona’s history and documents will be safe.

Building a Nation: Trails South and West

From National Genealogical Society newsletter, 16 Sept 2008

Most of us grew up learning about the Wilderness Trail to Kentucky. Our history books had pictures of Daniel Boone in his coonskin cap leading pioneers through the Cumberland Gap to Kentucky. In reality, the Wilderness Trail was only one of a number of trails to Kentucky. Many of our ancestors trekked north to what is now Pittsburgh where they boarded boats and floated down the Ohio to Kentucky. Others followed the Great Wagon Road to Staunton and then crossed the mountains to White Sulphur Springs and on to the Kanawha River and finally the Ohio, still others traveled north following the New River to the Kanawha and then into Kentucky.

These were people trekking south and west. Others moved into the Carolinas east of the Blue Ridge over the Carolina or Rogue’s Road which led to Salisbury and eventually, if you followed it far enough, to Georgia . Still others followed the Great Wagon Road to Big Lick (Roanoke) where they passed through the Staunton River Gap to connect to the Carolina Road at Danville.

Our ancestors followed a variety of trails in their travels; some moved south then west, some moved directly west. Most moved in increments. A family might begin in New Jersey, Pennsylvania or Maryland, move to northern Virginia, and then to Southside Virginia. Members might choose to move to Carolina and on to Georgia then back up to Tennessee and into Kentucky. Others would move directly to Kentucky. Some would stay a few years, others a generation. Young, old and in between—rich and poor–they followed the siren call. Following them is not easy. As Lynda Suffridge notes in her article in the latest NGS Newsletter “Migration is, nevertheless, quite complex encompassing a myriad of questions about economics, demographics, geography, agriculture, religion, politics, family dynamics, slavery, race, class and gender.”

We frequently fail to track our ancestors because we make unwarranted assumptions about why they moved, what trail they followed, what stops they made, even where they could go in a given time period. An ancestor living in Kentucky in 1850 who was born in Virginia may well have spent time in North Carolina and/or Tennessee before arriving in Kentucky. Although he or she may appear to have arrived alone he could have moved with in-laws or collaterals or even married female siblings. Many migrants traveled with a religious or ethnic group. While some moved because of economic reasons, others moved because of Indian attacks, or war. Whether we are tracking 17th century or 20th century migrations, we need to learn all we can about who they were and what it was like both where they were and where they went if we are to be successful in tracking them.

NGS Conference in the States, Raleigh, North Carolina, 13-16 May 2009. The 2009 Conference in the States in Raleigh will take place in the brand new Raleigh Convention Center. Hotel accommodations are in the adjoining new Marriott Hotel, or nearby at the Sheraton hotel.

Online registration will open December 1, 2008. For more information visit http://ngsgenealogy.org/Conferences/2009/
The program for the NGS Conference 2009, has as its theme, Building a Nation: From Roanoke Island to the West. Many of you were in Richmond in 2007 and learned about the movement into Virginia from its beginning at Jamestown to the flood of individuals who moved down the Shenandoah Valley. Others attended Kansas City where many of the speakers provided information on tracking individuals in their move westward. North Carolina is the bridge between the two. You’ll learn about the economic forces that drove our ancestors to migrate, sessions will focus specifically on the Germans, Scots, Irish and Scotch-Irish as well as Presbyterians, Moravians and other religious sects. You’ll learn about the Carolina and Wagon roads as well as Daniel Boone’s Wilderness Road, visit the West Indies and travel with the Cherokees on the Trail of Tears. There will be presentations on the states that people came from and went to, on 19th and 20th century immigration and on new ways to collaborate using Wikis and other resources. New on-line resources, the latest in DNA and the traditional records and methodology will round out the program. Whether your ancestor arrived in 1720 or 1920, lived in on the coast, in the Appalachians or the city, there will be something for everyone.
Family Tree Now Available in Spanish and Japanese

From Family Search Support e-mail 12 Sep 2008

The Family History Department is developing new features for FamilySearch. One of these features is FamilySearch Family Tree. Members who have a log-in to the new FamilySearch can access the Family Tree at labs.familysearch.org.

An exciting new option on the Family Tree log-in page now allows you to choose to display Family Tree in English, Spanish, or Japanese. This option is found in the upper right hand corner of the Family Tree log-in page. 

Family Tree displays family history information in an extended pedigree view. It allows you to easily navigate from yourself to your ancestors. Family Tree allows families to learn, share, and collaborate on their family history. Changes you make to your family history information in Family Tree will also appear in the new FamilySearch.

Interested in Pennsylvania Death Records?

From e-mail received 26 July 2008

Here is the link to the website about the grassroots effort to have Pennsylvania make its older state death certificates available online similar to how they have started to do in other states: http://users.rcn.com/timarg/PaHR-Access.htm . We hope you will join in on this effort and if you would pass this information onto anyone you know who is into Pennsylvania genealogy and history including out of state residents. We hope you can appreciate just how helpful such a database would be in doing research.

 If for some reason you have difficulty opening our website through the above link go to Google or a similar search engine and type in "pahr-access". If you email us please let us know where you are from.

Footnote Launches "Facebook for the Deceased"

Posted by Diane Haddad, Genealogy Insider, Family Tree Magazine, 
10 Sep 2008

Russ Wilding, CEO of subscription historical records service Footnote appeared at TechCrunch50 (an annual technology conference) to launch Footnote Pages, what CEO Russ Wilding described as "Facebook for the deceased."

 The product would contain profiles of deceased individuals, populated with the 80 million names from the SSDI. Survivors and friends can find their loved one or start a new page. Then they add information and stories about the person; upload photos; and link profiles of people who went to the same school, worked together, were related or were otherwise associated during life.

 Here’s where Footnote’s existing historical records collections come into play: You can search Footnote for records related to the deceased person and attach them to his profile.

Betsy’s note. Footnote is one of the sites available at the Family History Center.
